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informs the Royal Society he had anticipated important aid in this inquiry.
We think it only a tribute due to justice, on this occasion, to insert the following account of a gentleman, whose memory we cherish with warm affection, and whose fate will be a subject of lasting regret to every friend of science in this country.
City of Washington, October 8, 1802.
Died on the 22nd ultimo, at sea, Thomas P. Smith, in consequence of the bursting of a gun.
Few men merit, and still fewer obtain, a long posthumous fame. Their virtues and talents are generally derived from local or temporary events, with the benefits of which they are forgotten. But the subject of these remarks lived not for himself, the particular spot that gave him birth, or the country of which he was proud to be a citizen. His heart exulted in the happiness, and sympathized in the miseries, of all mankind; while his mind exerted its great energies in their service.
Before he reached the period of manhood, he abandoned the frivolous sports of youth, and applied himself to science. With but feeble advantages of education, at eighteen he was a respectable mathematician, and at twenty an eminent chemist. From this period, nature, in all her forms, attracted his attention, and he incessantly mingled the labours of the closet with an observation penetrating, practical and profound. Shaking off the dull logic and inglorious trammels of the schools, his mind disdained other materials of judgment than well-attested facts, analysed and applied by itself.
Though fascinated to enthusiasm with the charms of natural science, he was not regardless of moral knowledge. He was an early, uniform, inflexible disciple of republican liberty; in his devotion to which he was as firm as the rocks which he so often trod.
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